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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Sir: 



Preliminary to examination on the merits, please amend the referenced application as follows: 
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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Cancel claims 2. 4 and 5> Amend claims 1. 3. and 6-10 as follows: 

1 , (Amended) A method of billing a fee for a service via an electronic route, comprising the steps 
of: 

a) transmitting a telephone number of a chargeable service telecommunication connection 
associated with a service provider to a service buyer; 

b) monitoring the build-up of the telecommunication connection between the provider and 
the buyer by a line provider; 

c) billing the fee for the requested service via the service connection; and 

d) releasing the requested service to the buyer by the service provider, 
whereby an order code is allocated and transmitted to the service buyer during 
transmission of the telephone service number by the service provider, and wherein the 
service connection is a direct-dial connection of which the final number is used as the 
order code. 

3. (Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the requested service is billed after the 
order code has been confirmed by the service buyer. 

6. (Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the service line is interrupted by the 

service provider following the complete billing of the fee for the requested service. 

7. (Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein billing is terminated if the service line is 

interrupted before complete billing of the fee for the requested service. 
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8, (Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein billing is carried out continuously in 

parallel with transmission of the service. 

9, (Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the line to the service connection is 

built up automatically on the side of the buyer. 

10, (Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the requested service is built up via the 

Intemet, 



new yoik 788732 vl [GwlSOl ' doc] 



-3- 



REMARKS 

The subject application is the U.S. national phase of International Application 
PCT/DE99/03771 ("the PCT appUcation"). 

The original claims of the subject application have been amended to place the claims in 
conformance with U.S. patent practice, and to reflect amendments made in the PCT application. 
Specifically, the claims have been amended to remove the dependency of a multiple dependent 
claim on another multiple dependent claim. Claun 1 has been amended to incorporate the 
embodiments of claims 2, 4, and 5, now canceled. Claims 2, 4, and 5 have canceled. 

Applicant submits that no new matter is mtroduced by the amendments to the claims. 
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Claims 1-7- Version with Markings to Show Changes Made 

1 . A method of [for] billing a fee for a service [s, in particular services which can be 

retrieved from the Internet] via an electronic route, comprising the [following] steps of: 

a) transmitting a [Transmission of the] telephone number of a chargeable service 
teleconamunication connection associated with a [(premium rate connection) from the] 
service provider to a [the] service buyer; 

b) monitoring [Monitoring] the build-up of the telecommunication connection between 
the provider and the buyer [line to the transmitted service connection] by a [the] line 
provider; 

c) billing [Billing of] the fee for the requested service via the service connection; and 

d) releasing [Release o^ the requested service to the buyer by the service provider^ 

whereby an order code is allocated and transmitted to the service buyer durin g 
transmission of the telephone service number by the service provider, and wherein the 
service connection is a direct-dial connection of which the final number is used as the 
order code . 

3. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein [2, characterized in that, after the service line 
has been built up,] the requested service is billed [only] after the [allocated] order code 
has been confirmed by the service buyer. 
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6. The method as claimed in claim L wherein [one of claims 1 to 5, characterized in that] the 
service line is interrupted by the service provider following the complete billing of the fee 
for the requested service. 

7. The method as claimed in claim L wherein [one of claims 1 to 6, characterized in that no] 
billing is terminated [carried out] if the service line is interrupted before [the] complete 
billing of the fee for the requested service. 

8. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein [one of claims 1 to 6, characterized in that the] 
billing is carried out continuously in parallel with transmission [the provision] of the 
service. 

9. The method as claimed in claim L wherein [one of claims 1 to 8, characterized in that] the 
line to the service connection is built up automatically on the side of the buyer. 

10. The method as claimed in claim 1. wherein [one of claims 1 to 9, characterized in that the 
connection to] the requested service [connection] is built up via the Internet, 
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CONCLUSION 



Upon entry of this Preliminary Amendment, claims 1, 3, and 6-10 are pending. Applicant 
respectfully submits that claims 1, 3, and 6-10 are directed to patentable subject matter. 
Accordingly, Applicant requests allowance of the claims. 

No fee should be due in connection with this Communication. However, if a fee is 
required, the Assistant Commissioner is authorized to charge the fee to Deposit Account No. 
23-1703. 




Respectfully submitted. 




Andrew Fessak 
Reg. No, P48,528 
Agent for Applicant 



Customer No. 007470 
Direct Dial: 212-819-8437 
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'The invention relates to a method for billing services, 
5 in particular services which can be retrieved from the 
Internet via an electronic route. 

With the expansion of electronic media, the tnarketing 
of goods and services via this route has also increased 

10 considerably. In recent times, it has become common for 
products to be presented on television in special 
coiTnnercial transmissions^ which products then can be 
ordered by telephone. On the Internet, as well, there 
is to an increasing extent the possibility of directly 

15 ordering goods or services which are offered. Providsd 
the goods are supplied by conventional routes, that is 
to say for exaitrple by post or forwa.rding agent, the 
services provided are mostly recorded on the 
traditional bill, for example by means of cash on 

20 delivery or against invoice. However, the disadvantage 
of this system is considerable secondary costs as a 
result of the necessary reminders and as a result of 
cancellations, in a not inconsiderable number. The 
outlay on administration bears no relationship to the 

25 value of the goods, particularly in the case of low- 
price offers- 

Also widespread is billing rhe services provided or to 
b6 provided via credit cards or usincr the debit methcd. 

30 However, escimates assume that the services provided 
cannor be billed in approximately 4C% of the cases as a 
result of credit-card misuse or withdrawn debits. This 
hea.s a particularly serious effect on the provider who 
provides services in advance or whose service, once 

35 provided, cannot reclaiicied. The losses to be 

expected as a result o£ misuse have to be included in 
the calculation of the required prices^ which makes the 
offers unattractive to the cost of the genuine 
purchaser . 
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In addition to the classical offering of goods, the 
Internet also offers the possibility of downloading 
files. For example, inforination files, image files or 
5 programs can be downloaded. Billing such services is 
likewise a probleni. The hmyer is interested ir. 
inimediate delivery; which is tec2iriically possible* Tha 
service would lose considerably in attractiveness if it 
w^re to provided only after the processing of the 

10 payment via the conventional roure. However, on the 
side of the interested person ^ there is often a certain 
reluctance to disclose the nuinbez. of his credit card in 
order that the reqcuested arrount car^. be debited. For the 
provider, on the other hand, there are the risks of 

15 misuse described above. In addition, high secondary 
costs arise in credit-card transactions^ and in the 
case of low amounts do not bear any relationship to the 
value of the service provided. 

20 ^The present: invention ^ is based on the object cf 
providing a billing method for services which ensures 
the ixnmediate billing of a service to be provided. 

According to the invention, the object is achieved by a 
25 method for billing services having the features of 
patent claiiu 1. 

The method of the invention is used in particular for 
billing services which can be retrieved from the 

30 Internet via an electronic, rente. It comprises, 
^irstly^ whe transnussion of the telephone nxtmber o£ a 
chargeable service telecojcnmunication connection (so- 
called preitiium-rate connection) from the service 
provider to the service buyer. Chargeable service 

35 connection*? have recently become available from all 
telecommunications companies. For dialing such a 
service connection, the person dialing is charged with 
a specific amount per unit time, and this is billed in 
the next telephone invoice. The owner of the connection 
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receives a specific proportion of the amount invoiced, 
YoL exampio^ in Germany at present so-called "0190 
nunibers" are in operation; for which the person dialing 
is invoiced with an aiuQunt between DM 0.80 and DM 3-60 
S per minute, of which the telephone coinpany receives 
about DM 0,60. Th^ remaining amount i3 credited to the 
owner of the connection. As the next method step, the 
service provider monitors to see whether a line has 
been built up to the service connection indicated. If 
10 Tzhis is 30, the amount required for the service 
requested is charged via the chargeable service 
connection and the requested service is then released. 

For example r a computer program which is to be 
15 downloaded from the Internet can be billed in this way. 
The interested person, during his search on the 
internet, encounters rhc offer from a provider to 
download a computer prograra. After the request for the 
program, a service telephone number is given to the 
20 caller by the provider, for example by inserting it on 
the appropriate Internet web page. The cusromer dials 
tht^ appropriate service telephone number. ?h& 
completion of this connection is monitored by the 
service provider, for example via an electronic route, 
2 5 As soon as the connection has been made, the billing 
for the service requested begins via the charges for 
the service connection. After the billing has been 
completed, the service requested is provided. The file 
can be downloaded. 

30 

further development of the method of the invention 
provides for a specific order code to be transmitted 
simultaneously with the transmission of the service 
telephone number by the service provider. The code can 
35 have many characters. A codo can be allocated once or 
else repeai::edly, if it is ensured that the amounts 
invoiced can be ascribed to the associated order. The 
customer then calls the service telephone nuinher and 
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subsequently gives the order code in order tc allocate 
the call to the order. 

The allocation of the code can advantageously be solved 
5 by the service connection used being a direct-dial 
connection- The respective direct-dial number is then 
allocated as the code. The sllocation of the r,all tc 
the order is ensxired, 

10 Charging by the service provider is advantageously 
carried out only after the allocated order code has 
been confirmed by the service buyer. In this way^ it is 
ensured that the service is charged to that caller vrho 
also subsequently receives it, 

15 

It is preferable if the service line that is built up 
is auitomatically cleared by the service provider after 
the time needed for the complete billing of the 
requested service has been reached. 



20 



30 



35 



In order to avoid incomprehensible part payments^ a 
preferred einbodiTuent of the method of the inventidn 
provides for no charge to be made if the service line 
is interrupted before complete billing has been 
achieved- 

In the event that a service that can be subdivided into 
a nuinber of steps is provided, for example if a 
plurality of mutually indppendent files are to be 
downloaded from the Internet, continuous billing can 
also be carried out. 

The method according to the invention permits the 
immediate billing of requested services, independently 
of the ri3k of credit-card fraud or the withdrawal of a 
granted direct debit authorization- The invoicing of 
the requested service is carried out conveniently via 
the telephone invoice. By means of listing the dialed 
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service telephone n-ambers in tUe telephone invoice ^ the 
amounts invoiced can bs understood SLCCurately. 



A preferred exemplary einbodinent of the invention will 
5 be explained in more detail below using the appended 
figures: 

Figures 1-7 show the step-by-step sequence of rhe 
ttvethod of the invention^ using the example of a file to 
10 be downloaded from the Internet, 



In step li the service buyer uses his coxaputer (PC) to 
make contact with the Internet server (S) . On the 
Internet, a service provider is represented by his web 
15 site (A) - 

In step 2, the service buyer raakes conract, via the 
Internet server (S) , i^ith the provider via. the web 3ite 
(A) of the latter. There^ he finds various service 
20 offers, for example a file which he would like to 
download- The individual servlca offers are provided 
with corresponding price information- The service buyer 
selects the file he wants by clicking on the 
corresponding symbol. 

25 

Then, according to method step 3, a connection is 
produced from the sex^ice provider (A) , via the 
Internet server (SJ, to a monitoring device (B) . In 
this case, the amount required for the requested 

30 service^ and also the telephone number of a chargeable 
service telephone connectioa (T2) associated with the 
service provider (A) , is transmitted. The celaphone 
nurober of the service telephone connection (T2) is also 
indicated on the Internet web site of the provider so 

35 thar it can be seen by the buyer. rhe buyer is 
requested to dial the service connection. 

In step 4 of the methodr the luonitoring device (B) 
makes contact with the service telephone connection 
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The method according to the invention can be processed 
aato.T.atiC5.1Iy on the side of the buyer. A computer is 
able to detect the telephone nuinfoer of the service 
conn&ction which tranamitted aud to dial it 

autoinatically . This can preferably be done via the 
Internet. The separation of the data paths of the 
service connection and of the actual Internei: data line 
iS carried out on the internet. 
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Patent claims 

1. A icietlxod for billing services, in particular 
seirvices which can be retrieved from the internsc via 

5 an electronic route, corrtprising the following steps: 

a) Transmission of the telephone nuinber of a 
chargeable garvice telecoimriunlcation coxinsction 
(pramium rate connection) from the service provider 

10 to the service buyer; 

b) Monitoring the build-up of the line to the 
transmitted service ' connection by the lin-e 
provider; 

15 

c) Silling of the requested serx-ice via the ser-vice 
cooneccion; 

d) Release of the requested service by the service 
20 provider^ 

2. The method as claimed in claim 1, characterized 
in that, with the transiuission of the telephone service 
nuxrber by the service provider, an. order code is 

25 allocated and transndtted ro the service buyer, 

3- The method as claimed in claim 2, ch&racrerized 
in that., after the service line has been built up, the 
requested service is billed only after the allocated 

30 order code has been confirmed by the ser\^ice buyer. 

4- The method as cleiined in one of claims 1 to 3, 
chsr-acterized in that, the service connection used is a 
direct -dial connection. 



35 



*rtie method as claimed in one of claims 2 to 4, 
characterized in that the direct-dial number of the 
service connection is used, as an order code. 
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6, The method as claimed in one of claims 1 to 5. 
characterized in that zhe service line is interrupted 
by the service provider foiio'yring the complete billing 
or the requested service. 

7. The method as claimed in orve of claijns 1 to 6, 
characterized iu that no billing is carried out if the 
service line is interrupted before the complete billing 
of th« requested service. 

8* The rr.ethod as claimed in one of claiiris 1-5^ 

characterized in that the billing is carried out 
continuously in parallel wirh the provision of the 
service . 

9. The laethcd as claimed in one of claim.s 1 to S, 
characterized in that the line to the service 
connection is built up automatically on the side of the 
buyer . 

10. The method as claimed in one of claims 1 to 9, 
characterised in that the service connection is built 
up via the Internet. 
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Docket Number: 6168705-0006 
DECLARATION FOR PATENT APPLICATION 

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my name. 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or an original, first 
and joint inventor (if plural names are listed below) of the subject matter v^ch is claimed and for 
which a patent is sought on the invention entitled 

METHOD FOR BILLING SERVICES WHICH 
CAN BE RETRIEVED FROM THE INTERNET 

the specification of which is attached hereto unless the following box is checked: 

3 JL was filed on 29 NOVEMBER 1999 as United States Application Number 

m or International Application Number FCT/DE99/03771 and was amended on 15 January 2001 

III (ifapplicable). 

0=1 1 hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified specification, 

h| including the claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above. 

1 acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in 
□ 37CFR§1.56. 

6 I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(aHd) or § 365(b) of any foreign 
y application(s) for patent or inventor^s certificate, or § 365(a) of any PCX international application 
Q which designated at least one country other than the United Stales, listed below and have also 
M Identified below, by checking the box, any foreign applicatbn for patent or inventor's certificate, or of 

any PCT international application having a filing date before that of the application on which priority is 

claimed. 

Prior Foreign Application(s) Priority Not Claimed 

198 54 860.5 DE 27 November 1998 

Number Country Day/Month/Year Filed 



Number Country Day/MonthA'ear Filed 
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T hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C, § 1 19(e) of any United States provisional appJication(g) 
listed below 



I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 120 of any United States application(sX or § 365(c) of 
any PCT international application designating the United States, listed below and, insofar as the subject 
matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States or PCT 
international application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of 35 U S.C § 1 12, 1 
acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in 
37 CFR § 1 .56 which became available between the filing date of the prior application and the national 
or PCT international filing date of this application 



(Application Number) (Filing Date) (Status-patented, pending, abandoned) 



(Application Number) (Filing Date) (Status-patented, pending, abandoned) 

T/we hereby appoint Practitioners at Customer Number Q02£Z0 as my/our attomey(s) or agent(s) to 
prosecute the application identified above, and to transact all business in the United States Patent and 
Trademark OflSce connected therewith. 

Address all correspondence to Customer No. 0XO43ft — 

TelephoneNo.: 212-819-8200; FacsimileNo.: 212-354-8113 
Direct telephone calls to: John M, Genova. Esq.. Direct Telephone: 212-819-8832. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements 
made on infonnation and belief are believe to be true; and fiirther that these statements were made with 
the knowledge that willfii! false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful 
iaise statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereoa 

\ Full name of sole or first inventor (firstojpme, middle initial, last name): Thomas Heering 



(Application Number) 



(Filing Date) 




Citizenship: German 



Date: 



Post Office Address; Wittenberger Strasse 90 

D-01277 Dresden. Germany 



Additional inventors are named on the page attached hereto 



